
  

Women and Politics
POSC/WOMS 323 
Fall 2009

Dr. M. Palley 

BOOKS AVAILABLE AT THE UD BOOKSTORE* 

A. J. Dolan, M. Deckman, M. Swers, Women and Politics (D, D and S) 
B. Asne Seierstad, The Bookseller of Kabul 
M. Piercy, Sex Wars:  A Novel of Gilded Age New York
  

EVALUATION 
Your grade in this class will be based upon your performance on two exams and a take home written assignment. 

TOPICS AND ASSIGNMENTS 

 A.  Some General Perspectives 

Week 1 
Historical, cultural and philosophical perspectives 
Readings:   Diamant(The Red Tent);  Abigail Adams(Adams Correspondence);  J.S. Mill (John Stuart Mill, The Subjection of Women); 
Wolstonecraft, Author's Introduction (A Vindication of the Rights of Women); selections from the Bible (Genesis, chaps I and II; 
Exodus, XX; Numbers, I; First Letter of Paul to Timothy; First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians, 11   The Bible on line  and the Koran (Chap. 4) 
GO TO THE UD LIBRARY HOMEPAGE AND CLICK ON DATABASES.  GO TO XREFERPLUS AND THEN SELECT RELIGION AND THEN SELECT BIBLE OR QUR'AN. 

Week 2 
The first stirrings of feminism and the first women's 
movement in the U.S.; the era between the two feminist movements 
Readings:  Grimke (Grimke letters); Piercy (entire book); D,D, and S, pp. 17-24. 

Week 2 
Contemporary feminist theory 
 Different Types of Feminist Theories 

Week 3 
The rise of the contemporary women's movement 
Readings: D,D, and S, pp. 24-71. 

Week 4 
Women and political parties; women and voting; women in public office 
Readings: D, D and S, chapters 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 

Week 5 
Interest group politics in the U.S.; the role of public opinion; women and the policy process 
Readings:  D,D, and S, chapter 4
FIRST EXAM:   OCT 1
  

B.  Women and Public Policies:  Several Case Studies 

Week 6 
Reproductive rights; women and the care of children 
Readings:  E. Press, My Father's Abortion War (The New York Times Magazine, Jan 22, 2006). 
(This article can be downloaded from Lexis-Nexis at UD Library site). 

Week 7 
Women and health 
Readings:  Palley and Palley (Go to UD Library and click on databases.  Select JSTOR.  Go to the "Search Page" for "article" type in: Rethinking a Women's Health Care Agenda ) 

Week 8 
Women and Education 
Readings:  AAUW,  Women's Education Gains and the Gender Earnings Gap 

Week 9
Women and Work 
Readings:  IWPR, Still a Man's Labor Market; IWPR, The Gender Wage Ratio 

YOUR WRITING ASSIGNMENT IS DUE:  NOV 3
C.  Some Comparative Perspectives 

Week 10 
Issues and Frameworks 
Readings:   United Nations, Progress towards the Millenium Development Goals... 

Weeks 10 and 11
Women in Pacific Rim nations 
Readings:  Women and Politics in Comparative Perspective  (articles on Japan) 

Weeks 11 and 12
Muslim nations 
Readings: Seierstad (entire book) 
K. Zoepf, "Love on Girls'Side of the Saudi Divide....., The New York Times (May 13, 2008) 
UD Library (This link is to UD Library Data Bases -- Go to Lexis-Nexis) 

THERE WILL BE NO CLASS ON NOV 19
Week 13
Women and Development 
Readings:  S. LaFraniere, Forced to Marry...., The New York Times (Nov. 27, 2005). 
UDLibrary (The link is to UD Library Data Bases -- Lexis-Nexis). 


SECOND EXAM: DEC 8
  

Some useful links: 
UD Library Women's Studies links 
NOW 
Feminist Majority 
New York Times 
Washington Post 
University of Delaware Library 
Institute for Women's Policy Research 
  
 

